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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 

 
School Hours  
 
Our school hours are 8:50 - 3:20. Students arriving to school after 8:50 will be marked tardy. 
Any student dropped off after 8:52, must be walked into the building and signed in by a parent 
or guardian, as T.I.S. staff may not be on outdoor duty past 8:52.  
 
After School Pick up  
 
After School student pick up begins at 3:20. The rear doors to T.I.S. are unlocked at 3:20 for 
adults to enter the school and proceed to the mini-gym in order to pick up their child. All student 
pick ups after 3:10 must occur in the mini-gym as the office is incredibly busy with dismissal 
procedures. If extenuating circumstances, such as injury or illness require office pick-up 
between 3:10 and 3:25, please call the main office.  
 
In order to avoid the crowd at after school pick up, please consider picking up your child at 3:28, 
rather than 3:20. After 3:28 there is ample parking and the pick up lines are very small.  
 

HAWK Nest  
 
We recently conducted a pilot of an advisor/advisee program with our students and staff. As part 
of the pilot, all students were randomly grouped with a staff member. The groupings consisted 
of eleven to twelve students, spanning across all grade levels.  The program was implemented 
under the direction of Mrs. Bishopric, Mrs. Grabowski, Mrs. Babiec, Mrs. White and Mr. DIneen. 
We have named our advisor/advisee program HAWK Nests, The purpose of the program is to 
provide all students with the opportunity to meet with a staff member in a small group setting.  
 
Our HAWK Nests will follow a curriculum developed through the Tribes Learning Community.    
The Tribes Learning Community Website describes the program in the following manner: “To 
promote a spirit of cooperation and social acceptance, students and teachers also honor four 
basic agreements while in the classroom: 1) attentive listening, 2) appreciations/no “put downs,” 
3) mutual respect, and 4) the “right to pass” or participate. As students become better at 
honoring the four agreements and working together, teachers gradually transfer responsibility to 
the tribes, so the members can set their own goals, monitor progress, solve problems, and 
achieve success through project learning.” For more information on the Tribes Learning 
Community please visit the following website: http://tribes.com/about/ 
 

Our first lesson focused on setting up our group norms.relative to the following:  

http://tribes.com/about/
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/tis/digitalbackpack/index.html


o Everyone has a voice, and should not be judged. All opinions should be 
valued. 

o Keep everyone emotionally and physically safe (No one should feel as 
though they will be made fun of while participating) 

o This is an opportunity to have have fun and become friends with new 
people. 

 
The HAWK Nest groups will meet together approximately once per month for 30-minutes 
 

Winter Weather  

It is important that students come to school dressed appropriately for cold weather. 
Because temperatures can fluctuate drastically during the day, appropriate cold weather 
clothing should be worn as a means of protection.  Students will go outside for recess 
unless it is raining, or if the temperature and wind chill combine for a temperature less 
than 20 degrees. Any student not dressed in long pants and in possession of a coat or 
heavy sweatshirt, on days in which the temperature or wind chill falls below freezing will 
be kept inside for that day’s recess period.  

  
Before School Clubs 
  
Drop off for before school clubs begins at 7:50. Please do not drop your child off before 
7:50, as club advisors and crosswalk supervisors are not on duty before 7:50.  
 

 

  



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TIS: 

Grade 3 

Can you believe we are in December and the New Year is right around the corner? It's amazing 
to think that 14 weeks of school have gone by already! 
  
Third grade students recently had the opportunity to participate in our first HAWK Nest 
gathering. Our Nests are made up of one advisor and students from 3rd, 4th and 5th grade. Nests 
will meet regularly to build community across grades working collaboratively on projects to 
foster independence, cooperation and responsibility in inclusive groups. The children really 
seemed to enjoy the small group of mixed aged students. 
  
Classes are working through a chapter in Math In Focus on Multiplication Tables of 6, 7, 8, and 
9. Some classes have completed a few lessons on division. Students are working on using 
multiplication and division to answer word problems. Please be sure to have your child continue 
to practice multiplication, division, addition and subtraction facts as we will be working to solve 
word problems with all four operations in upcoming chapters.   
  
The second unit in Writer's Workshop is underway, and third graders are writing opinions papers 
on topics of their choice. They are learning how to state their opinion and support it with 
reasons. They have started to incorporate various persuasive writing techniques to convince the 
reader of the value of their opinion. 
  
As part of our 1700s Tolland social studies unit the classes recently took a field trip to the 
Benton Homestead. Students compared their lives to the lives of children and families in the 
1700s. We discovered that we had a few similarities, but overall students found that life has 
changed drastically since that time period. Some classes are reading The Courage of Sarah 
Noble. This story takes place in 1707, young Sarah Noble and her father traveled through the 
wilderness of Connecticut to build a new home for their family. The true story of Sarah's journey 
is inspiring. We'll be starting a new science unit entitled “Secret Agents Paleontology Division 
(Clues from the Past)” in the upcoming weeks. 
 
Cold weather and snow are surely on the way.  The children will being going out as long as the 
temperature and wind chill allow.  Please be sure that your child comes to school prepared with 
a winter jacket, hat, gloves, snow pants and boots.  Students are free to keep snow gear in their 
lockers for the week.  We want them to enjoy the winter weather with outdoor play in the snow 
when they can.   
 
 
Grade 4 
Over 8 weeks into school and everybody seems to be adjusting great! Fourth grade is on a roll 

in so many different subject areas starting with math! We have completed Chapter 1 in Place 

Value, along with Chapter 2 working with Estimation and Number Theory, and almost 

everyone's on to Chapter 3 working with Whole Number Multiplication and Division. As we 

always say, “Practice makes perfect!”, so keep up the great work practicing those multiplication 

facts. 

 



In science, we have been working hard to bring Unit 1, Weathering and Erosion to a close. The 
kids have learned how to be expert trail masters by trying to stop erosion and weathering from 
happening further on the Appalachian Trail. Next, we will begin our social studies unit learning 
about different map skills and the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
 
Language Arts has been scooting along with the end of unit assessment for Realistic Fiction 
and moving into book clubs that continue the focus on main characters, setting, the problem the 
characters face, the steps to the solution, and the theme (moral of the story). Classes have also 
had a chance to publish their first narrative pieces of fourth grade and our next unit we will be 
writing opinion pieces.  
 
Parent-teacher conference time is here and we all look forward to seeing you all. Have a 
fantastic fall and enjoy the beautiful weather! 
 
December 2018 
 
Can you believe we are in December and the New Year is right around the corner? It's amazing 
to think that 14 weeks of school have gone by! Our 4th grade classrooms are well on their way 
to becoming wonderful math Mathematicians. All of 4th grade is well underway with our 
multiplication and long division unit and the fact fluency practice is paying off, so keep up the 
great work with your kids! 
 
Language arts is going great with continued work in book club groups and our writing unit is well 
underway with opinion writing. The students really seem to enjoy the structure that goes along 
with this type of writing but also the opportunity to give their opinions on different subject matters 
and learning how to back them up with evidence from their own experiences and knowledge. 
 
In social studies, we have also started a new unit, map skills. The kids have begun learning 
about the 7 continents and 5 oceans. We will continue the unit learning about, cardinal 
directions, latitude and longitude, and hemispheres.  
 

 
Grade 5 

Students are currently reading about Early Explorers while learning about the structure 
of non-fiction texts. Students are also researching and gathering facts to write an 
informational piece on early exploration. Students are choosing to write about the 
Vikings, Christopher Columbus, and the purpose for exploring. Students will then 
participate in an exploration simulation. Be sure to ask your child about their journey! 
 

Fifth grade mathematicians are becoming experts at multiplying and dividing whole 
numbers.  The next step is applying that knowledge to solve real-world style problems, 
including finding the volume of rectangular prisms.  We are sure they will do great. 
  

Students are wrapping up the Earth, Moon, and Sun unit.  The 5th grade scientists are 
getting ready to start their new unit on habitats. 
  

Fifth grade students will have their first grade-level PBIS assembly this 
Friday.  Students will be put in groups of four and will have a team building activity. Ask 
your child about it Friday afternoon!     



FROM THE T.I.S. NURSES 
 

 
Digital Backpack Nov 28, 2019 

 
Hello from the Nurse’s office. 
We have had a very busy few weeks here in our office. Lots of illnesses going around like 
stomach bug, respiratory issues and general not feeling well. 
It is flu season and the dept of health has been reminding all of the importance of the flu shot. 
You can receive flu shots at your Primary Physician’s, CVS, Walgreens and Big Y.  
Healthy handwashing is the best method to prevent from spreading of germs. Teaching good 
germ control like coughing/sneezing into clothed arm, keeping area clean, using Purell if nearby 
is always good. Kids forget to do these things unless encouraged. The holidays are upon us so 
please remain healthy. 
Calling in the absence of your sick child is critical for accurate documentation in Power School. 
MD notes for absences go in as excused into Power School. This does not mean you have to 
go to the MD every time for note but is encouraged on third day of child illness. The State of CT 
allows 9 unexcused absences and MD notes are required after that.  
The State of CT ask schools to adhere to stricter attendance guidelines and as such all schools 
are being held more accountable for student absences. 
We wish all your families the happiest and healthiest end of year! 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us should you need to. 
860-870-6891 Ext 1 for absences and Ext 2 to speak to the nurse. Messages can be left on 
either extension. 
 
Nurse Rose and Nurse Sue 

 
 

 
  



UPCOMING SPIRIT DAYS 
 

NOVEMBER 20 - HAT DAY 

          
 

DECEMBER 20 - CRAZY SWEATER DAY 

 

       
 

JANUARY 11  - DECADES DAY 

           
 

FEBRUARY 1 - SPORTS TEAM DAY 

   
 

MARCH 1  DR. SEUSS DAY/BOOK CHARACTER DAY 

 



 
 

APRIL 2   - AUTISM AWARENESS DAY 

      Wear blue! 
 

APRIL 12  - COLLEGE DAY 

        
 

APRIL 22  - EARTH DAY  

       Wear green! 

 

MAY 10   - TEACHER LOOK-ALIKE DAY!! 

 



MAY 24   - PATRIOTIC DAY        

 

JUNE ?? (TBD) - BEACH DAY     

          
  



 

 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 
   
  October 
   3 PTO AT TIS 

5 GRADE 4 & 5 CHORUS CONCERT 
   6 SNOWDATE FOR CONCERT 
    NEW DATE: 11  PORTAL OPENS 
   14 DISTRICT WIDE P.J. DAY 
   20 CRAZY SWEATER DAY 
   21 EARLY RELEASE 
             24-JAN. 1 WINTER BREAK – NO SCHOOL 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  



  Grade 4 Chorus  
Concert Information 

Concert date:  Wednesday  evening, December 5, 2018 
(Snow date, Thursday December 6, 2018) 
Place:   TIS Gym 
Students arrive: 6:30 and report to room 226 
Concert begins: 7pm 
Concert dress: Appropriate for a performance 

Dress your best   
 

“Back Stage”: Two parent volunteers are needed to assist Mrs. Marchesani with escorting 

Chorus students to and from room 226 and the Gym. 

 

Our final song in the Concert will be performed with the 5th grade Chorus! 

 

Please contact me if you are able to help with “back stage”. Please contact me 

if your child needs special accommodations to participate in this activity or if 

you have any questions or concerns.    

 

Thank you,  

Mrs. Norma Marchesani   nmarchesani@mail.tolland.k12.ct.us    860-870-6885 ext. 40226 

---------------------------------------------------------------

--------- 

Please cut on dotted line and return the lower portion of this form to Mrs. Marchesani by November 

28, 2018. 

 

mailto:nmarchesani@mail.tolland.k12.ct.us


I have read the 4th Grade Chorus concert information and understand the concert dress 

suggestions.   

 

I will bring my child to room 226 at 6:30pm on  Wednesday, December 5, 2018.  I understand 

that my child’s concert begins at 7:00pm. 

 

Student _______________________________  Parent/Guardian 

_____________________________________ 

 

Classroom Teacher__________________________________  Date 

___________________________________ 

  



 



 

  



 



 



PJ DAY 

CT Children’s Medical Center – PJ Day for the Kids 

Friday, December 14, 2018 

WEAR YOUR PJs 

Donate $1 or more in exchange for the privilege of 

wearing PJs for the day! 

All proceeds benefit the Center for Cancer and Blood 

Disorders at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center 

  

Please click the link below to donate online 

  

  

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/goto/tolland 

  

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/goto/tolland


 

 

 

 



STOP AND SHOP REWARDS PROGRAM FOR 

TOLLAND INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL, ID #07843 

Welcome back to the start of a new school year and to a new year of A+ School Rewards! This 

year’s A+ Program runs from September 7, 2018 through March 16, 2019. 

Our school Tolland Intermediate School, ID#: 07843 has the opportunity to participate in and 

earn CASH from A+ School Rewards, a great fundraising program run through your local Stop & 

Shop!   

PLEASE NOTE:  You DO NOT need to re-register your card if your school selection(s) remains the 

same as last year. 

New Supporters or Existing Supporters Wishing to Make Changes: 

 Beginning August 3, 2018, visit stopandshop.com  and select SIGN IN at the top right to 
log into your online account.  Once logged in, select MY ACCOUNT, MANAGE MY 
ACCOUNT, then REWARDS & SAVINGS to select your school.   

 If you do not have an online account, visit stopandshop.com and click REGISTER.  Follow 
the prompts to create your online account.  Once logged in, follow the instructions 
listed above. 

 You’ll need your 13-digit STOP & SHOP CARD number and the School ID # OR, if you need 
assistance call 1-877-366-2668 OPTION #1 

To Earn Points: 

 Use your registered STOP & SHOP CARD each time you shop at any Stop & Shop, and you 
will earn CASH for our school. You can confirm your school selection by logging into your 
account. 

 At the end of each month, your points are calculated and converted to CASH rewards. 
These CASH rewards for our school are updated monthly. You can track our progress 
when you sign in to your online account.   

 Our school will receive one CASH rewards check at the end of the program and can use 
this cash for any of our educational needs. 

Also, please encourage your family members and friends to support our school.  This could 

result in more CASH REWARDS!  Thank you for supporting our school. 

UPDATE:  As of 10/31/2018 your school has: 

 Earned a total of 198,650 Education Express points 
 198,650 Education Express points are currently available 
 115 shopper(s) have designated your school to receive their points 

 (WELCOME ONE NEW PARTNER!!) 

http://www.stopandshop.com/
http://www.stopandshop.com/


 

 

C.E.R.T. Training Schedule Announced 

You are invited to join your friends and neighbors as they participate in Community Emergency 

Response Team (C.E.R.T.) training classes. Tolland Emergency Management is pleased to 

announce the newest C.E.R.T. class training schedule:   

5* – Tuesday Classes: 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

February 20th, March 6th, March 20th, March 27th, April 3rd 

and 

3* – Saturday Classes: 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

February 17th, March 3rd, March 17th 

*Please Note: Participants must attend all classes 

C.E.R.T. participants learn valuable skills such as: How to recognize hazards that are most likely 

to affect your home, workplace, and neighborhood, steps you can take to prepare for a disaster, 

identifying and reducing potential fire hazards in your home and what to do when disaster 

strikes. 

 

C.E.R.T. participants also learn how to: Assist Emergency Management and First Responders in 

meeting the needs of the community during disasters and learn to be part of an important team 

serving the community. 

 

If you are interested in this exciting opportunity please email btanner@tolland.org with your 

name, address and telephone number to reserve your seat. Class size is limited, be sure to reserve 

your seat by February 14th. 

All classes will be held at the Tolland Fire Department Training Center located at 191 Merrow 

Road, Tolland, Connecticut. 

 

mailto:btanner@tolland.org?subject=CERT%20Training
https://maps.google.com/?q=191+Merrow+Road,+Tolland,+Connecticut&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=191+Merrow+Road,+Tolland,+Connecticut&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

  



 
 

 

The End 


